
GRADES 6-11 
Simplified PARCC SCORING RUBRIC FOR PROSE CONSTRUCTED RESPONSES 

ITEMS (Revised July 29, 2014)*** 
 

Research Simulation Task and Literary Analysis Task 
 

 
 
 

Construct 

Measured 

 

Score Point 4 
 

Score Point 3 
 

Score Point 2 
 

Score Point 1 
 

Score Point 0 

 

Reading/ 

Comprehension 

of Key Ideas 

and Details 
 

 

COMPREHENSION/ 

ANALYSIS/EVIDENCE: 

 Full comprehension of 

ideas stated explicitly 

and inferentially 

 Accurate analysis 

 Effective and 

convincing textual 

evidence 

COMPREHENSION/ 

ANALYSIS/EVIDENCE: 

 Comprehension of ideas 

stated explicitly and/or 

inferentially 

 Mostly accurate analysis 

 Adequate textual evidence 

COMPREHENSION/ 

ANALYSIS/EVIDENCE: 

 Basic comprehension 

of ideas stated explicitly 

and/or inferentially 

 Generally accurate 

analysis 

 Basic textual evidence 

COMPREHENSION/ 

ANALYSIS/EVIDENCE: 

 Limited comprehension 

of ideas stated explicitly 

and/or inferentially 

 Minimally accurate 

analysis 

 Limited textual evidence 

COMPREHENSION/ 

ANALYSIS/EVIDENCE: 

 No comprehension of 

ideas 

 Inaccurate or no 

analysis 

 Little to no textual 

evidence 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Writing/ 
Written 
Expression 

DEVELOPMENT/ 
REASONING/ EVIDENCE: 

 Effective and 

comprehensive 

development of the 

claim or topic 

 Clear and convincing 

reasoning 

 Relevant textual 

evidence 

 

COHERENCE/ CLARITY: 

 Purposeful coherence, 

clarity, and cohesion 

 Easy to follow 

 

 

 

STYLE: 

Effective style 

 

DEVELOPMENT/ REASONING/ 
EVIDENCE: 

 Mostly effective 

development of the claim 

or topic 

 Clear reasoning 

 Relevant textual evidence 

 

 

 

 

COHERENCE/ CLARITY: 

 Coherent, clear, and 

cohesive 

 Fairly easy to follow 

 

 

 

STYLE: 

Mostly effective style while 

attending to the norms and 

conventions of the discipline. 

DEVELOPMENT/ 
REASONING/ EVIDENCE: 

 Some development of 

the claim or topic 

 Some reasoning and 

text-based evidence 

 

 

 

 

 

COHERENCE/ CLARITY: 

 Some coherence, 

clarity, and/or cohesion 

 Progression of ideas 

usually discernible but 

not obvious 

 

STYLE: 

Somewhat effective, 

generally attending to the 

norms and conventions of 

the discipline. 

DEVELOPMENT/ 
REASONING/ EVIDENCE: 

 Minimal development 

 Limited reasoning and 

text-based evidence; 

OR: is developed but does not 

address the prompt  

 

 

 

 

COHERENCE/ CLARITY: 

Limited coherence, clarity, 

and/or cohesion 

 Somewhat unclear 

 

 

 

STYLE: 

Limited effectiveness, with 

limited awareness of the 

norms of the discipline. 

DEVELOPMENT/ 
REASONING/ EVIDENCE: 

 Undeveloped 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

COHERENCE/ CLARITY: 

Lacking coherence, clarity, 

and cohesion 

 

 

 

 

STYLE: 

Inappropriate style, with 

little to no awareness of 

the norms of the discipline. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Writing/ 
Knowledge 

of Language 

and 

Conventions 

(scored out 

of 3) 

 COMMAND OF CONVENTIONS:  

 Full command of the 

conventions of standard 

English 

 

 

MECHANICS/ CLARITY: 

 Few minor errors in 

mechanics, grammar, and 

usage 

 Meaning is clear. 

COMMAND OF 

CONVENTIONS:  

 Some command of the 

conventions of 

standard English 

 

MECHANICS/ CLARITY: 

 May have errors in 

mechanics, grammar, 

and usage that 

occasionally impede 

understanding 

 Meaning is generally 

clear. 

COMMAND OF 

CONVENTIONS:  

 Limited command of the 

conventions of standard 

English 

 

MECHANICS/ CLARITY: 

 Errors in mechanics, 

grammar, and usage 

often impede 

understanding. 

COMMAND OF 

CONVENTIONS:  

 No command of the 
conventions of standard 
English 

 

MECHANICS/ CLARITY: 

 Frequent and varied 
errors in mechanics, 
grammar, and usage 
impede 
understanding. 

 

The total number of points that a student can acquire for 
the rubric as a whole = 19 points. 
     Below each Construct Measured heading, there is 
commentary on the breakdown of each construct and 
the point values that would lead to the total of 19 points. 
    Once the student's total number of points is 
accumulated, the student score is divided by 19. For 
example, if the student received 16 points, the scorer will 
do the following math: 16/19 = 84%. If the student 
accumulated 15 points: 15/19 = 79%, etc. 

The shadowed area solely 
details the Reading 
Comprehension construct. 
Basically, a student will be 
given a score ranging from 
0-4 on whether or not he or 
she has shown accurate 
analysis based on an 
UNDERSTANDING of the 
essay prompt.  
The total number of points 
that can be acquired for 
this portion = 4 points  
 

The Key Ideas and Details 
construct will be scored 
here, as well as the 
Writing/Written Expression 
construct. 
     For this portion, the 
ANALYSIS AND 
ELABORATION of ideas are 
extremely important. Also 
of importance is 
maintaining a formal style 
vs. informal language (NO 
text/slang!). Finally, the 
scorer will assess whether 
or not the student uses 
contextual transitions. 
     Here, a student will 
receive a holistic score on 
the essay ranging from 0-4 
based on the criteria. Once 
that score is attained, the 
scorer will multiply by 
three. Therefore, the total 
number of points that can 
be acquired for this portion 
of the rubric = 12 points. 
 

For the Knowledge of Language and Conventions 
construct, a student receives a score ranging from 0-3 
that assesses the conventions of Standard English 
(grammar and punctuation).  
Typically, the student is assessed on whether or not the 
errors interfere with overall meaning.  
The total number of points that can be acquired for this 
portion of the rubric = 3 (Note: the 4 score is not used). 
 


